The Community Safety Newsletter aims to keep Buckinghamshire residents, businesses and
partner agencies informed about what the Community Safety Team has recently been
involved in, crime prevention advice, information on awareness raising campaigns and
upcoming events.
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Share your community safety concerns to help us keep Buckinghamshire
safe

The Safer Buckinghamshire Board is a local Community Safety Partnership that brings
together experts from the police, fire service, probation, health and social care services. The
Board develops an annual action plan to reduce crime in Buckinghamshire and help keep it a
safe place to live and work.

To develop this plan, the Safer Buckinghamshire Board is conducting an annual Community Safety
survey to hear resident views on:
•
•
•

The impact of crime, anti-social behaviour, drug and alcohol issues where you live or work
Your experience of reporting crimes
How safe or unsafe you feel in Buckinghamshire

The survey is open to anyone living or working in Buckinghamshire and will run from Monday
5 September until Sunday 16 October. Have your say and complete the survey below for a
chance to win a £100 supermarket voucher*:
Community safety survey 2022: How can we make Buckinghamshire safer? - Your Voice
Bucks - Citizen Space
The results of the survey will be combined with an analysis of all crimes that happen in the
county to help Safer Bucks set priorities for the year.
*Terms and Conditions apply

Launch of community safety online referral forms
We have now launched our new reporting method for Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) and
community safety issues.
To contact the team, or to report any concerns, please select the relevant link below to be
directed to an online referral form. Once complete, a member of the team will pick up your
enquiry:

• ASB Reporting
• ASB Trigger Cases
• Community Safety Matters

Safe Spaces web portal now live on the Buckinghamshire Council website
The online Safe Spaces web portal to support people experiencing domestic abuse is now live
on the Buckinghamshire Council website.

Online Safe Spaces, is operated by Hestia as part of their UK SAYS NO MORE campaign. It is a
discreet portal that opens in a pop-up window from Buckinghamshire Council’s website. The portal
provides support, advice and helpful contact numbers for those at risk of domestic abuse. It leaves
no internet history trace and provides quick exit options for the person seeking information.
To access the portal, simply click on the Safe Spaces logo, which can be found on the footer
of every page of Buckinghamshire Council’s website.

Aylesbury PSPO partnership activity
On Thursday 16 June our Street Wardens, ASB Officers, Thames Valley Police and outreach
workers from One Recovery Bucks carried out joint engagement work in Aylesbury town
centre, Aylesbury Vale Park, Whitehall Park and nearby car parks. The aim was to raise
awareness of the Public Space Protection Orders (PSPOs) in place in the areas, identify any
breaches, issue warning notices, fixed penalty notices and engage with young people to make
them aware of support services and local youth facilities.
The outcomes of the day were:
•
•
•
•

7 warning letters issued for breach of PSPOs
18 adults spoken with and made aware of the PSPOs and support services
19 young people were engaged with and given details of support services
Jodie from One Recovery Bucks supported a male having a mental health crisis

•

2 schoolgirls who appeared intoxicated were found in the company of older males.
Unfortunately, they made off when staff tried to speak with them. However, efforts are
being made to identify the girls from the bodycam footage, so the necessary referrals
can be made, and the team will engage with the relevant school

Due to the success of the evening, we will be organising further PSPO and ASB engagement
work with our partner agencies.

Increased number of people sleeping rough

Following a recent increase in rough sleepers, the ASB Team is working closely with the Council’s
Housing department and local partner agencies to support people into accommodation.
Our Street Wardens have identified numerous new rough sleeping sites, engaged with the persons
to check on their welfare and signposted them to support.
Our team has also received complaints in relation to some of the rough sleeper sites. One of
the sites in High Wycombe was blocking disabled parking bays, which prevented disabled
people from parking there. There was also a risk that the persons sleeping there could be run
over by a vehicle. The team spoke to all individuals, all of whom have been offered
accommodation, and the site is now clear and safe to use for the intended purpose.

Domestic Homicide Review (DHR) Learning Event
In June our Domestic Abuse team ran their fourth successful online DHR Learning event
which was attended by over 200 professionals from social care, health, police and education
among many other organisations. The theme was the Gypsy, Roma, Traveller (GRT)
Community and domestic abuse.
We had several fantastic speakers, our Buckinghamshire Council GRT Liaison Officer, Karen
Ross and Aoife and Tina from the Traveller Movement. Feedback from the event was
excellent with one attendee saying:
‘Totally eye-opening. I realised how very little I knew and how much there was to learn.
Amazing to have input from people who have lived experience - one of the best training
experiences ever. Totally career changing.’

South Buckinghamshire Local Policing Area
From 20 June, local police officers began working as the new South Buckinghamshire local
policing area (LPA) team.

This larger policing area has been formed by amalgamating the former Wycombe and Chiltern
& South Bucks policing areas. They will work alongside the team in Aylesbury Vale to police
Buckinghamshire.
You won’t see a difference in your day-to-day local policing as frontline officers, staff and
police buildings will remain as they were for the two original police areas. You can look at the
team who police where you live by searching for your local area on the Thames Valley Police
website.

CCTV - the last 12 months
Our CCTV team has had a busy year playing an important role in monitoring our CCTV cameras,
helping to protect and reduce crime in our communities.
The following statistics* show what incidents the team has been involved in:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

CCTV initiated or played a major part in 278 arrests
1314 incidents were spotted and passed to the police
1748 requests from the police to monitor and/ or carry out searches
Searched for 240 missing persons
495 information messages were shared between CCTV and Street Wardens
210 video reviews were carried out for the police
241 video evidence packs were provided to the police
8119 information messages from the local Shop Watch security officers
3242 information messages from the local Pub Watch Door Supervisors

Whilst monitoring High Wycombe, the duty operator spotted a person visibly in distress sitting
on the edge of a top-level multi-storey car park. The police were informed immediately and
soon arrived on scene. The police got the person to safety and taken to hospital for further
support.
The CCTV Operators quick response in noticing the person and informing the police promptly
played a major part in saving this person's life.

A missing 7 year old was located by CCTV in Beaconsfield. The young child was monitored
until the police arrived; however, he ran from the police. Our CCTV operator was able to find
the child and provide the police with directions.
We’re glad to report that the child was located and safely returned to his mother who was
shopping nearby.
Our team also made national news as ‘Smart cameras’ are introduced as part of a crackdown
on fly-tippers in Buckinghamshire.

*Statistics from June 2021-2022

ASB Team responds to local concerns
The team was made aware of residents’ concerns over the operations of several motor
vehicle outlets in a locality in the south of Buckinghamshire.
Reports of abandoned, untaxed cars and vans cluttering a residential street, as well as garage
operations being carried out on the roadside.
Working closely with Thames Valley Police and Environmental Health, ASB officers visited the
premises and engaged in conversations with management. Informal requests to remove
untaxed vehicles and confine operations to their forecourts were made.
Unfortunately, further reports meant that a formal warning needed to be put in place. This is
known as a Community Protection Notice Warning.
The ASB Team will continue to work with the owners and people in charge of these outlets to
ensure they comply with the warnings and minimise their impact on the community.

High Wycombe multi-agency operation

Police Officers from the High Wycombe Neighbourhood Team, the Street Wardens, the Council’s
Waste Services, and Community Safety Manager, Abdul Rahim and Cllr Arif Hussain were all out
on patrol as part of a joint multi-agency operation in High Wycombe Town centre on Wednesday 21
September 2022.
The teams visited a number of hotspot areas renowned for street drinking, anti-social and criminal
behaviour. The day was a success with four arrests being made, eight stop searches being
conducted and two behaviour contracts being agreed and served on persistent offenders. The town
centre PSPO was enforced with several people receiving verbal warnings and having alcohol
removed.

Future multi-agency operations are planned with additional long-term interventions to support
and divert individuals from causing nuisance behaviour in and around the town centre in
Wycombe.

Personal safety - drink spiking
A person’s drink can be spiked to make them more vulnerable to a variety of motives. Drink
spiking can include substances such as alcohol, illegal drugs or prescription drugs being
added to a drink.

Drink spiking can happen to any type of drink; whether alcoholic or non-alcoholic and the
effects can be unpredictable. Anyone is at risk of having their drink spiked, although in general
women are more likely to fall victim to this than men.
Some symptoms of spiking include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Feeling nauseous or more drunk than usual
Difficulty communicating
Memory loss/ confusion
Breathing issues
Loss of feeling across your senses
Vomiting
Loss of inhibition

Should you notice these symptoms it is important to notify a member of staff so they may
assist you and that you do not leave the venue you are in without assistance from a trusted
person.
DrinkSafeUK recommends the following measures to protect yourself against drink spiking:
1. Make yourself aware of drink spiking information
2. Buy your own drinks or, if accepting a drink from someone you do not know, ensure you are
with them when they buy the drink, and the drink is always in your sight
3. Use drink covers/ straw stoppers where possible
4. Never leave your drink unattended.
5. Look out for your friends and be aware of your surroundings
6. If you spot or suspect anyone of drink spiking, notify a member of staff or security
immediately

For further information around preventing drink spiking please visit:

•
•
•

Drink Safe
Stamp Out Spiking
Drink Aware

Catalytic Converter Theft
We have recently seen an increase in catalytic converter thefts. If your car was produced after
1993 it will have a catalytic converter and could be at risk, older cars may also be at risk. It
takes a thief a matter of minutes to take a catalytic converter from a car, leaving you to foot
the bill.
To reduce your chances of becoming a victim of crime, please look at our tips below:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Park your car in a locked garage where possible, if this isn’t an option, park it in a welllit and well-populated area
Park close to fences, walls or a kerb with the exhaust being closest to the fence, wall
or kerb to make the theft more difficult
Avoid parking your vehicle half on the pavement and half on the road
If parking in a public car park, consider parking alongside other cars and facing your
bonnet towards the wall if possible
If there is a fleet of vehicles, park the low clearance vehicles to block the high
clearance vehicles
If your catalytic converter is bolted on, you can ask your local garage to weld the bolts
to make it more difficult to remove
You could etch a serial number on the converter
You could purchase a ‘cage clamp’
Speak to your dealership about the possibility of adding a tilt sensor that will activate
the alarm
If you see someone acting suspiciously under a vehicle, report it to the police

Safe Place Scheme refreshed
The Safe Place Scheme was launched in Buckinghamshire in 2012 and has built a network of
suitable venues, such as local shops and libraries where anyone can go for help and
assistance if they find themselves in need whilst out and about in their local community.
Having access to a ‘Safe Place’ offers anyone vulnerable who is feeling confused, scared or
upset, somewhere they can go to ask for help.
Above all the scheme aims to provide reassurance, to help people lead an independent life
and feel safe whilst out in Buckinghamshire.

Our Community Safety Officers have refreshed our materials and we’ve been busy visiting our
local businesses and taking the opportunity to expand the scheme as well as raising
awareness of the scheme amongst at risk groups.

For further information about the scheme or to request a Safe Place emergency contact card
email: safeplace@buckinghamshire.gov.uk

Neighbourhood Watch engagement with the Muslim community in High
Wycombe
Local Neighbourhood Watch (NHW) schemes work in a variety of ways that reflect the needs
of the local community. This includes sharing crime prevention advice, supporting vulnerable
people and increasing the voice of the community with councils, the police and other
organisations.
It has been estimated that the Muslim population in High Wycombe is about 20,000 to 25,000
people, the equivalent of a moderate sized town within the town of High Wycombe.
Consequently, Wycombe District NHW Association felt it was necessary to take special steps
to introduce NHW to so many people.

Representatives of the mosques in Micklefield, Rutland Avenue in Castefield, Jubilee Road in
Oakridge, and Townfield House in Totteridge Road have all signed up as NHW Coordinators; the
same applies to the one Shia Mosque.
The Secretary of the Wycombe Islamic Mission & Mosque Trust, which oversees the four main
mosques above, has already become a valued member of our committee.
On 5 May, Stan Jones, Chairman of Wycombe District NHW Association and Geoff Pegg,
Director of Operations, held a virtual meeting with Anisa Shaikh, the new Communities &
Diversity Officer of Thames Valley Police in South Buckinghamshire. We talked about our
relationship with the mosques and with Dosti, the Asian ladies’ group, as well as our crime
prevention work.
Stan Jones and Geoff Pegg have also been instrumental in arranging table displays on NHW
and crime prevention outside the four main mosques in High Wycombe, overlapping Friday
prayers. These table displays began on 23 July 2010 and, to date, they have taken place on
95 occasions.

A further plan that has developed with the support of the Chairman and Secretary of the main
mosques has been to establish NHW ‘umbrella’ groups for members of the mosques so that
they can join NHW, regardless of whether a scheme exists in the roads where they live. The
first four of these ‘umbrella’ groups were established in 2015 and 2017, with the most recent
one relating to the one Shia Mosque in High Wycombe, whereas the others relate to the much
larger Sunni community.
If you believe in the vision and values of NHW, come and join us! By joining, you will receive
information, find ways to get involved with our campaigns, start a scheme or volunteer, and
become a community activist within your local area.
To contact Wycombe District NHW Association please email - office@wdnhwatch.plus.com

For all other areas within Buckinghamshire visit - Neighbourhood Watch - Thames Valley

National Hate Crime Awareness Week
The Aylesbury Vale Independent Advisory Group (IAG) will host community discussions aimed at
raising awareness and local understanding of hate crime across the Vale as part of the action week.
During the IAG meeting in September, guest speakers talked about their experience of hate crime
and its impact on their lives.

The discussion highlighted the need to engage local communities and encouraged everyone
to take responsibility for raising awareness and encourage reporting.
The IAG hate crime theme for September is part of local activities to mark the National Hate
Crime Awareness Week which will be held 8- 15 October.

Hannah Asquith, Deputy IAG Chair said: ‘By discussing hate crime with the floor we want to
know about what we could do in our own communities to increase reporting’.
‘We are keen to work with local police and we are engaged in conversations to understand
what they’ve tried (and are trying to do) to reduce hate crime and increase reporting of hate
crime’.
Attendance to the IAG meeting is by invitation only.
For further information about the hate crime project please email Buckinghamshire Council
Community Safety- communitysafety@buckinghamshire.gov.uk

Anti- Slavery Day
Tuesday 18 October marks Anti-Slavery Day, an opportunity to raise awareness of human
trafficking and Modern Slavery. Unfortunately, slavery is still widely prevalent in our society,
and could be happening right under your nose, in your street or neighbourhood. It’s a hidden
crime happening in plain sight across the UK. The Global Slavery Index estimates that Britain
is home to around 136,000 victims of Modern Slavery, far surpassing the government’s own
statistics.
Modern Slavery has many forms, from being forced to carry out manual tasks such as
domestic work or labouring for little or no money - to criminal and sexual exploitation. Many
victims are often trafficked and are forced to live in fear in squalid conditions, under the
constant threat of violence and intimidation.
You could be closer to Modern Slavery than you think! Download the Unseen UK App today to
play your part in ending Modern Slavery. The app provides a simple guide to recognising the
signs and you can easily pinpoint the suspected locations and connect to the Modern Slavery
Helpline.
Alternatively, contact Thames Valley Police on 101 to report your concerns – always dialing
999 in an emergency.
If you suspect something, please say something.

You’ve got what it takes to quit this Stoptober
Stoptober is the perfect time to quit smoking, get healthier and start saving money too.
Smokers looking to stop this October will be joining the 2 million others who have made a quit
attempt with the campaign since it launched a decade ago.
If you're ready to kick the habit, then get in touch with our local stop smoking service Live Well
Stay Well. They offer free, specialist and dedicated support for residents to quit smoking.
Their friendly, knowledgeable advisors will take you through every step of your quitting
journey.
To get started, text 'SMOKE' to 60777, call 01494 490444 or visit Live Well Stay Well's
website.

Clocks Go Back
With the clocks going back on 30 October our homes will be in darkness in the afternoon – a
gift for opportunist burglars. Unfortunately, burglars see the longer winter nights as an
opportunity to increase their criminal activities, so to avoid becoming a victim of burglary we
are encouraging residents to look at their home security and take some simple, yet effective
steps to protect their homes:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Use a timer switch to turn on lights and a radio to give the impression someone is home
Keep valuables and other electronic equipment such as laptops out of sight
Security mark valuables with a UV pen and register them with Immobilise
Double-lock UPVC doors or use dead locks on solid doors
Keep all spare keys, including car keys, away from the front door and out of sight to avoid
them being ‘fished’ through the letter box
Keep windows locked with the key and keep it out of sight
Don’t leave the packaging boxes from expensive new TVs or game consoles outside by
your bin, this will just act as advertising what goodies you have inside your home

Halloween
In preparation for Halloween, we have created a downloadable poster which you can display
in your window to say that you do not welcome trick or treaters. Halloween is a night of
innocent fun for many youngsters, but for elderly and vulnerable residents having an
unexpected caller can be distressing and frightening.
Download your Halloween poster here. Alternatively, you can collect copies from
Buckinghamshire Council’s Reception areas.

White Ribbon Day - 25 November 2022

The theme for White Ribbon Day this year will be highlighting positive masculinity. With the
World Cup kicking off just before White Ribbon Day, November 21, the charity aims to shine a
light on the role the game, players, managers, clubs, academies, associations, commentators
and all the fans play when it comes to ending violence against women and creating a safer
society for women and girls. To support this, we want to work with local clubs to shine a light
on examples of positive masculinity.
We will be raising the White Ribbon Day flag on the Buckinghamshire Council office buildings
and celebrating positive masculinity to show our support. 16 days of action will follow where
we will be working with residents and professionals to help end men's violence against women
by engaging with men and boys to make a stand against violence.
We encourage all men to be an ally, to wear a White Ribbon, and join the 38,000 people and
our councillors who have already made the White Ribbon Promise to never use, excuse or
remain silent about men’s violence against women. This is a serious declaration and requires
thought and consideration before it is made. If you would like to make a promise, click here.
Please note: White Ribbon specifically asks men to make the White Ribbon Promise, however
anyone over the age of 14 can take it.

Fireworks
Over the next few months, we will see an increase in firework displays. If you are planning to have
fireworks in your garden, please follow the advice below and visit Bucks Fire & Rescue for further
guidance.
Please also be considerate and let your neighbours know. Not everyone enjoys fireworks and
unexpected loud bangs can cause great distress to both animals and humans.
To find out further information on the law around using fireworks, staying safe and how to report
those using fireworks in a dangerous or threatening way, visit Thames Valley Police - Fireworks

Helping Hand
The Helping Hand team is available to help individuals or families in need, those on low
incomes and those who are experiencing a financial emergency or crisis.
If you are worried about a friend, family member or neighbour over the winter months please
refer them to the Helping Hand team - Help with the cost of living (Helping Hand) |
Buckinghamshire Council

Thames Valley Police website

Thames Valley Police website is full of lots of information, such as how to report a crime and
crime reduction advice. The website also provides local area information - you can explore the
latest crime statistics, see your Neighbourhood Policing Team and find out what's being done
to tackle crime.

Social Media
Follow us on our social media channels to keep up to date with the latest key messages and
crime reduction advice:
Facebook @BucksCommunitySafety
Twitter @Bucks_Safety
Next Door @Buckinghamshire Council

Useful Contact Details
Below is a list of useful contact details for local and national services:
Community
Safety Team

Crime Stoppers
National
Domestic Abuse
Helpline
Modern Slavery
Helpline
Thames Valley
Police
Victims First

Anti-Social Behaviour
Referral Form
Community Safety Referral
Form
0800 555 111
0808 2000 247

https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/communityand-safety/safety-and-crime-in-your-community/

08000 121 700

www.modernslaveryhelpline.org/

101 – Non-Emergency
999 – Emergency
0300 1234 148

https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/

https://crimestoppers-uk.org/
www.nationaldahelpline.org.uk/

https://www.victims-first.org.uk/
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